
September Employee 

of the Month 

William Hodges,  

QA  

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  OUR  EMPLOYEES  OF  THE  M ONTH  

Colonnaõs will achieve customer satisfaction by continu-

ally improving our processes, and services to ensure they 

consistently meet or exceed our customer requirements 

through hard work, good value and fair dealings.  

Your òColonna Pilotó News Team 

Lucy Metcalf, Sheryl Southerland, Frank Wheatley, Joanie Kelly,              

Mark Weko, Trisha Collins Jimi Olson & Deborah Nevitt.  

 

 

Phone: 757-545-2414 

Fax: 757-545-5475 

E-mail: Colonna@colonnaship.com  

400 East Indian River Road 

Norfolk, VA 23523 

www.colonnashipyard.com 

www.steelamerica.net 

www.flowcontroltech.com 

www.colonnadownriver.com 

www.colonnayachts.com 

www.seaportecolonna.com 

www.colonnapapers.com 

C o l o n n a õ s  S h i p y a r d ,  I n c 

35 Years: 25 Years: 20 Years: 15 Years: 10 Years: 5 Years: 3 Years: 1 

Year:   

August Employee of the 

Month  

Craig Hall,  

Steel America Fab Shop 

W E  CELEBRATE  YOUR  DEDICATION  AND  COMMITMENT  TO  COLONNA õS SHIPYARD ,  
STEEL  A MERICA  & C OLONNA  D OWN  R IVER .   
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Charles J. Colonna          

Founder 

M ESSAGE FROM  R ICHARD  SOBOCINSKI ,  VP OF  C ONTRACTS  
November always brings us close to the end of the year and a time to be retrospective and 
look at all the things we can be thankful for.  

 

First and foremost, we are thankful for our health and families and have the opportunity to 
pray for those who are not so fortunate. 

 

We are thankful for the good jobs we have in a bad economy, where thousands of people are unemployed for 
months at a time.  We are fortunate indeed to have good steady income in 2011 and look forward to continue 
steady employment in 2012. 

 

We are thankful for this great country we live in and for those who risk their lives daily to keep us free and 
prosperous. 

 

We are thankful for each other because together we can achieve great things that are not possible without 
teamwork.  

 

We are thankful for the Colonnaôs Family for continuing to invest in the shipyard and give us the opportunity 
for a continued prosperous future.  

 

We are thankful for all our customers who bring their ships, boats and barges to Colonnaôs Shipyard to allow 
us to fix their craft and allow us all to make a decent living. 

 

We are thankful that we are healthy and were kept safe in a tough working environment  

 

We are thankful for our ability to work, play and enjoy the southern Virginia area, its beaches, parks, restau-
rants and people.  

 

We look forward to the start of 2012 and all its promise. The shipyard has a nice backlog of work with USS 
SQUALL, the arrival of LSV 6 for a 6 month repair period starting in January, and the docking of three Staten 
Island ferries next year. Steel America has a 2 year backlog of shaft and rudder work and are looking to ex-
pand the machine shop.  Trade Team is holding steady with a great cadre of personnel and the hope of con-
tinued growth in 2012. Colonnaôs Downriver continues to win a steady assortment of repair work away from 
the shipyard and 2012 looks even better.  

 

We are all thankful that our past has allowed us to be where we are today, that today is prosperous in a bad 
economy, and the future holds promise of even greater success, happiness and prosperity.  
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QUALITY  A SSURANCE  D EPARTMENT  
The Quality Assurance (QA) department has seen an in-

crease in personnel, visibility and activity over the last six 

months. Quality Assuranceõs role to meet current contrac-

tual requirements, both commercial and government, has 

been enhanced.  As a means to meet this requirement, the 

staff has grown to provide a quicker response to requests 

from personnel, both inside and outside the shipyard. 

The first and most important step is to have all the quality 

inspection records complete and accurate, and ready for 

any inspection by any source.  To accomplish this first 

step, an administrative staff was put in place to provide 

support with all document requests, including inspection 

requests and notification of governing bodies that are re-

quired to witness inspection of vessels being repaired at 

Colonnaõs Shipyard.  All data is scanned at the completion 

of the project, then stored on a CD to be given to the cus-

tomer for their records of all work completed by Colonnaõs 

Shipyard. 

The QA department is comprised of Quality Control/

NDT inspectors. This group of personnel provides support 

for all inspection requests.  Quality Assurance has two full 

time Quality Control inspectors working at the Down 

River division of the company to provide support at the 

job sites.  In-house calibration of gauges is underway to 

provide a quicker response turn-around time and at cost 

savings to the company.  The largest undertaking is the complete rewrite of the Quality Management system to meet both ISO 9001 (2008) 

and NAVSEA 009-04 requirements.  Once completed, it will meet the audit requirements of all outside auditors, be it government or third 

party auditors.  This task is supported by the addition of a QA auditor whose whole function is to conduct internal and supplier audits to 

ensure compliance.  The end result is providing the company a way to ensure all requirements have been met and records maintained ac-

cording to the Quality Management System. Naval architects 

Here are a few tips that you and your family can do to help keep our river safe: 

1. Scoop the Poop after our pets. Pet waste washes into the river causing bacteria levels to rise, often to unsafe levels. 

2. Reduce the use of fertilizers on lawns. This leads to algae blooms that choke river life. 

3. Protect storm drains from grass clippings, leaves and oils which add excess nutrients that can harm river life. 

4. Keep grease out of the sink. Grease clogs drains leading to sewer overflows and raw sewage in the river (and expensive 

Plumber Bills!!) 

5. Donõt feed the geese. Geese are migratory birds that will stay the winter when they have an adequate source of food. Too 

many geese lead to too much poop in the river. 

6. Donõt flush old or unused medications down the drain. Tests have proven that flushing medications eventually end up in 

K EEPING  OUR  ELIZABETH  R IVER  SAFE  

Row 1 

Kristina Myers, QA Coordinator, Chaffin Brandon, QC  Supervisor, 
Larry Stippich, NDT Level III Specialist Erika Slaight, Administrative Assistant 

David Blackwell, QC/NDT Inspector Robert Melton, QC/NDT Inspector  
Row 2 

Bill Murray, QA Director, Paul Reed, QC/NDT Inspector, Carl Denney, QA 
Manager, Brian Pettit, QA Inspector/Auditor, William Hodges, QC/NDT 

Inspector, Antwoin Potts, QC/NDT Inspector, Randy Boyd, QC/NDT Inspec-

tor 

Mark your calendar!  

2011 Health Insurance Open Enrollment 

Meetings will be held Dec. 6-8 

More details to follow 

COLONNA õS SHIPYARD  2011TOY  D RIVE  
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9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅȣ 

άΪΫΫ #ÏÌÏÎÎÁȭÓ 3ÈÉÐÙÁÒÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 0ÁÒÔÙ  

When:  December 10, 2011 

Time:   6:30 pm ɀ 12:00 am 

Where:  Sheraton Norfolk Waterside , Norfolk, VA  

 

Cost:  Employees are Free - $20 per guest (limit 1 guest ɀ see Lucy  
  Metcalf by Nov. 15, 2011 ɀ COLONNA BUCKS can be used     
  dollar for dollar)  

 
Rooms:  $75 per night please see Stacey Allspach  by Nov. 15, 2011 

COMPLETE  THE  SUDOKU  PUZZLE  AND  YOU  COULD  W IN  A T -SHIRT  

 4   8 1 5 9 2 

2  5   7 4   

 8 1 5  2    

 3     6 2  

4        5 

 1 2     7  

   3  6 9 5  

  9 2   3  1 

1 7 3 8 9   4  

Sudoku is a number placing puzzle on a 9x9 grid with given num-

bers. Place numbers 1 to 9 in empty squares so each row, each col-

umn and each 3 x 3 box has the same number only once. Donõt go 

too fast! The game is easy to play but difficult to master. 

 

The first day production employee from CSI, Down River and Steel 

America will win a T -Shirt. The first night production employee 

from CSI, Down River and Steel America will win a T-Shirt. The 

first employee from the main office and the Steel America office to 

finish will also win a T-Shirt.  

 

Bring your completed puzzles to  Joanie Kelly in the Purchasing De-

partment.  

Winners from the August Sudoku: Steel America, Steve Louk. Colonnaõs Shipyard, Norman Cox. We also had one of our favorite customers 

win a T-Shirt Pete Edwards of W.F. Magann.  

     

Colonnaõs Shipyard 2011 TOY DRIVE 
Our Charity Organization this year is  

The Samaritan House, Virginia Beach, VA 

One of the largest domestic violence shelter programs in Virginia. Providing a safe place for children & their    
parents who have fled a violent home environment or need help recovering from homelessness thru                           

a residential shelter program and supportive aftercare services. 

Angel Trees at located at 

Steel America, Down River and Colonnaõs Shipyard Production. 

Please take an angel and make a difference in a childõs holiday this year. 

Please do not wrap your gift ð cash donations will also be accepted 

 



December: Dano Armstrong, Jr.,Bryan Benson, Jerome Blythe, Randy Boyd, 

Jimmy Campbell, Rodney Canaday, Ann Christie, Trish Collins, Bob Coates, 

James Cross, Frank Dixon, Norman Drake, Heath Duckett, Pat Dumais, Greg 

Eddins, James Edwards, Jr., Eddie Garay, Leo Garcera, Robert Gaskins, Jr., 

William Green, III, Robert Hagerman, Jr., Glen Hancock, Andrei Harper, Sr., 

Wayne Hartwig, Kadell Hernandez, Wayne Hunt, Gary Johnson, Deborah 

Ledbetter, Travis Longworth, Matthew McStamp, Brian Neild, Andy Perry, 

Eric Polk, Marvin Pope, Antwoin Potts, Frank Renald, Brian Ribblett, Jr., 

Kenny Smith, Sheryl Southerland, Garrick Staples, Matthew Sweeney, Brian Tangleman,     Rodney 

Vaughan, Emmitt Webster, Tracey Williams, Tonya Wilson, Victor Yeck . 

January: Mustafa Abdul -Jalil, Allen Askew, James Barham, Jr., Thomas Barnes, Timothy Blount, 

Michael Borrelli, Gregory Callahan, Kevin Callis, Randall Catuska, Johnnie Clark, Randall    

Crutchfield, Amanda De Los Santos, Travis Essert, Jerry Faulkner, Rufus Folston, Edward Gillum, 

Keena Hopgood, Stephen Howard, Michael Levenite, Hor Ly, Raymond Mason, John Miser III, 

Mary Ostroski, Ricky Outlaw, Tyrone Parker, John Petrie, Isaac Rawlings, Stephen Roselle, Bobby 

Shaker, Chris Shreves, David Slaton, Jeffery Steel, Anthony Stiles, Charlie Sutton, Bob Szczepanski, 

Don Thomas, Rochelle Ward, Mark Weko, Kenneth Wiggins, Rodney Williams, Doug Wilson,  

Carlena Woodard.   

February: Barney Baker, Michael Bennett, Paul Blair, Mark Caldwell, Suzanne Camden, W.W. Co-

lonna Jr., Jared Davenport, Diosdado Escover, Mark Essert, Rick Gagen, Brandon Gallop, Robert 

Gleason, Truman Goodnight, Larry Griffin, Craig Hall, Leonard Hassell, Dave Havens, Anthony 

Hayes, Linwood Holloway, Todd Jowers, Bobby Kittrell, Mike Large, Nick       Lomele, Moses 

Lowe, Jr., Benjamin Manning, Kenny Mebane, Calvin Morring, Michael Morris, Deborah Nevitt, 

Daniel Odee, Sophan Phith, Gregory Pitt, Mickey Prescott, Brennett Richardson, Frank Rife, Larry 

Rodgers, Aleah Shaw, Chad Sokol, Sandra Spriggs, Colin Stone, Jordon Suis, Timothy Sullivan, Jo-

hann Thompson, Al White, Jarri Woods.  
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H APPY  B IRTHDAY !  

H APPY  B IRTHDAY !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erin A. McGrattan, Niece of Joanie Kelly 

in purchasing, made the Cheerleader 

Team for our Local Football team The 
Virginia Destroyers.  Erin is graduate of 

Longwood College and is currently Work-
ing for Wells Fargo Bank.  Way to go 

Erin! Aunt Joanie Loves Ya, Girl! 
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EMPLOYEE  N EWS 
  

 

 

 

 

Frank Rife and Gene Webb played softball 

with All American Welding/Signature Print-

ing. They had a wonderful season playing in 

the Senior 50 and older league in Chesapeake.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Odom of the Crane & Rigging 

Department enjoying the North West 

River with his grandchildren Melani, 

Camden and Hannah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelsie Marie Hicks                              

Born: August 10, 2011                                 

7 pounds 10 oz.                                            

Parents: Melissa Morgan and Matthew 

Hicks of the Paint Shop Congratulations to 

the Hicks and Morgan Families 

Thanks to everyone for 

all the donations, help, 
and support with this 

years òMaking Stridesó 
Breast Cancer Aware-

ness Fundraiser! With 
everyoneõs help the Ship-

yard Shakers raised over 

$1,300.00. All of the money collected and 
donated, went to support research for Breast 

Cancer and will hopefully allow all men and 
women diagnosed with Breast Cancer to be 

able to beat the disease and celebrate more 
birthdays with their families. A special thank 

you goes out to Colonnaõs Shipyard for allow-

ing us to continue showing our support for 
this great cause every year by allowing us to 

do our fundraising events. Again, thanks to 
everyone who donated and supported our 

cause not only this year but every previous 
year as well, your donations and support are 

always greatly appreciated. 

Avery Van Diette  

Born: August 18, 2011 

6 pounds 11 oz.  

Parents: Ashley & Bruce Diette 

Proud Grandfather is Randy Boyd of 

the Colonna Down River Division 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1987 òMr. Tidewateró 

Our own Mark Odom of the Crane & 

Rigging Department 

DAVE        

NORDINE 

CASHED IN 
FOR REFER-

RING A 

FRIEND FOR A 
POSITION AT 

STEEL     
AMERICA  

 

Dave Nordine, from the Inside Machine 
Shop, earned a $75 gift card after his refer-

ral, Michael Meitz, was hired on August 
15th as an Inside Machinist.  Mr. Nordine 

will receive another $125 gift card after 
Mr. Meitz has been employed 90 days. 

 

Periodically, Human Resources will have 
incentives for Colonna personnel referring 

candidates for key positions.  Keep a look 
out for flyers on the Human Resources' 

bulletin board in your shop for more de-
tails. 

 

Update on Don Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     FROM  FRANKIE õS PLACE                             T O  L U -L UõS   

  1953-2011             2011 
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T URKEY  D AY  A T  T HE  SHIPYARD !  

For fifty years Frankieõs restaurant was owned and operated by the 

Bazemore family (Serge, Bernie and Sandra their daughter). During 

the first years of operation they were opened for business seven days 

a week; they started the day at six in the morning and closed the 

doors at nine oõclock at night. They served hot, home cooked meals 

consisting of a meat and two vegetables, the cost of that meal was 

fifty cents and a drink was a little extra. Lunches were served so 

quickly a workman could enjoy a sit down lunch and be back to 

work in thirty minutes. Bernie, Mrs. Bazemore, mentioned that she 

worked here for fifty years and except for one snow day she never 

missed a dayõs work nor was she ever late.  

In 2003 Rick and Nancy Chaney purchased the restaurant from 

Sandra Bazemore and continued to operate it as Frankieõs Place 

until July 2011. 

 

 

 

 

This is Lu-Luõs second location and they will continue to serve their 

original Lu-Luõs Hot Dog menu and will also include Home 

Cooked Meals. After you have eaten a hearty lunch you can enjoy 

an old fashioned milk shake or a bowl of your favorite ice-cream. 

We are looking forward to the opening of Lu-Luõs in mid-

November. Please visit Lu-Luõs to dine in and to enjoy a sit down 

meal, or call ahead 545-4545 for a takeout order. 
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PETS 

 Cody & Brianna 

Sassy  

7 months old and spoiled rotten 

Owner: Sheryl Southerland 

Reba 

3 year old Shih Tzu  

Owners: Mark Weko & Family 

 Mandy & Will  

 Will & Brady  

 

 

Tille  

18 month old French Bull Dog  

Owner: Karen Colonna &    

Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duke 

Owners: Eddie & Trisha 

Garay   

3 moth old Miniature 

Dachshund  

RIP Hatteras (2006-2008) 

Blood Hound  

Owner: Sean Marsh 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tripp 

4 yr old Golden Retriever 

Owner: Debbie Nevitt   & 

Family 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie                                          

7 month old and  KING of his 

castle 

Owner: Debbie Yates 

Max 

3 year old Golden Retriever 

and his girlfriend Daisy. Max 

is owned by Amber Ward & 

Daisy is owned by Amberõs 

Mom & Stepdad  

 Molly & Buster                                                      

Molly is a 7 yr old Beagle & Buster is a 7yr old Wired 

Haired Jack Russell. Owners are Pat & Mary Ostroski  

Grayñhe really thinks 

he is a Christmas orna-

ment  òMom will 

never  find me 

hereóé.. 

Owner: LaTasha 

   

 


